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COMMONWEALTH FUNDING TO FIGHT HUMAN TRAFFICKING AND SLAVERY  

Minister for Justice Michael Keenan has today announced $1.44 million in funding for 

organisations that work to detect and prevent human trafficking and slavery. 

“Human trafficking is a hidden crime. We need to better recognise the signs and have the  

know-how to respond,” Mr Keenan said. 

“This funding will be used for detection activities, direct support for individual victims of 

trafficking and slavery, and cutting-edge awareness programs to push our community to expose 

suspected exploitation,” Mr Keenan said.   

“Globally, human trafficking is one of the biggest sources of income for organised crime and the 

Coalition Government understands that the work of Non-Government Organisations is crucial to 

the success of Australia’s strategy to combat human trafficking and slavery. 

“Australian Catholic Religious Against Trafficking in Humans (ACRATH), Anti-Slavery Australia, 

Project Respect and Scarlet Alliance are specialists in their fields and work tirelessly to prevent 

human trafficking and slavery by identifying people who are in need of help, and providing 

ongoing care and support to those who have experienced extreme exploitation,” Mr Keenan said. 

Each organisation will receive $360,000 over three years under the Grants to Australian 

Organisations Program.  

“The Coalition Government is committed to eradicating these crimes and is proud to support the 

invaluable work of Anti-Slavery Australia, ACRATH, Project Respect and Scarlet Alliance and 

their ongoing commitment to addressing these grave abuses of human rights,” Mr Keenan said. 

“I encourage anyone who suspects a crime of this nature is being committed to seek advice and help 

from these organisations.” 

In the decade since the Howard Government launched Australia’s strategy to combat human 

trafficking and slavery there has been more than 400 Australian Federal Police investigations into 

allegations of trafficking and slavery-related offences where 228 victims have been identified. 

More information about Australia’s response to human trafficking and slavery is available at 

www.ag.gov.au/humantrafficking.   
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Anti-Slavery Australia: Anti-Slavery Australia is the only specialist research, legal and policy 

centre in Australia focused on human trafficking, slavery and extreme labour exploitation.  Anti-

Slavery Australia will continue to use its Commonwealth funding to provide specialist immigration 

and legal advice and representation to trafficked people, to raise awareness about human trafficking 

and slavery amongst the general community, vulnerable groups and frontline officers, and to run 

specialised training programs including its online learning tool. 

 

ACRATH: ACRATH works to facilitate community education and awareness programs, to 

provide direct support for trafficked people, and to network with like-minded organisations to 

advocate for measures to address human trafficking and slavery.  ACRATH will continue to use its 

Commonwealth funding to support its Anti-Trafficking Education, Direct Service, and Networking 

project.   

 

Project Respect: Project Respect is a not-for-profit, community-based organisation that aims to 

empower and support women in the sex industry, including women who have been trafficked into, 

or enslaved within, Australia.  Project Respect will continue to use its Commonwealth funding to 

support its outreach to women in the sex industry. 

 

Scarlet Alliance: Scarlet Alliance provides training and education to other organisations and 

government agencies on issues relating to the Australian sex industry and the migration of sex 

workers into Australia.  Scarlet Alliance will continue to use its Commonwealth funding to support 

its Migration Project, which aims to prevent trafficking for sexual exploitation at its source, and to 

support domestic outreach to migrant sex workers in Australia.   
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